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686 HARVARD LAW REVIEW. 

Negotiable Instruments Law, Annotated, Second Edition. By Joseph D. 
Brannan, Bussey Professor of Law in Harvard University. Cincinnati: 
W. H. Anderson Company. 191 1. pp. xxxiv, 330. 

Nothing but good can be said by the reviewer of this book. It has been en- 
tirely rearranged since the first edition, and the numerous decisions on the 
Negotiable Instruments Law, since that edition was published, give material for 
considerable additions. As the book is now arranged, under each section of the 
law the searcher finds an exhaustive collection of the pertinent cases decided 
by the courts; a statement of the slight differences that not infrequently exist 
between the laws of the several states which have passed the uniform law; 
the acute criticisms of Professor Ames, Judge Brewster, and Mr. McKeehan, 
extracted from the articles in which they originally appeared; and a com- 
parison of the corresponding section of the English statute. Not only 
American decisions but also the English cases are collected. As the English 
statute is, in many respects, similar to the American, these cases are often 
very important. The feature of the book that perhaps is the most valuable 
is the digesting of the most important cases cited. The author states exactly 
the facts and the points decided in each case digested, and does not take the 
easy and common substitute of merely quoting remarks extracted from the 
opinion of the court. His own occasional comments on the decisions, always 
acute and instructive, greatly add to their value. 

The articles of Professor Ames, Judge Brewster and Mr. McKeehan, as 
well as a letter of Mr. Arthur Cohen, of the English Bar, are reprinted after 
the annotated act. Comparative tables of the corresponding sections of the 
English Bills of Exchange Act and the Negotiable Instruments Law are added. 
In every way the book is a most convenient summary of legal decisions and 
criticism of the Negotiable Instruments Law. 

It is no disparagement of the work to add that it is not a treatise on the law 
of negotiable instruments. It does not purport to be. It rather assumes a 
preliminary knowledge of the subject. While no fault can be found with the 
author for not enlarging the scope of his work, the hope may nevertheless be 
expressed that we may have before long a full and scientific treatise on the law 
of negotiable instruments. The larger treatises on the subject, whatever their 
original merit, are now somewhat antiquated and the smaller books of recent 
years are too summary and incomplete in their treatment to be satisfactory. 

s. w. 



Supplement to a Treatise on the Interstate Commerce Act and Digest 
of Decisions Construing the Same. By Henry S. Drinker, Jr. Phila- 
delphia: George T. Bisel Co. 1910. 8vo, pp. 735. 

This volume is in the strictest sense a supplement to the two volumes pre- 
viously published by Mr. Drinker. Those two volumes were so useful that 
it is a satisfaction to have an addition to them. The present volume contains 
a full text of the Act to Regulate Commerce, as amended by the Mann-Elkins 
Law of June 18, 1910, and by previous amendments, which is printed with 
side notes and foot notes indicating and explaining the changes made by the 
Mann-Elkins Law. In Part I, "The Substantive Requirements of the Act," 
and Part II, "The Enforcement of the Act," the various sections of the original 
volumes are brought down to date. 

A large part of the present volume is taken up with digests of recent de- 
cisions in interstate commerce cases by the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
lower federal courts and the United States Supreme Court. The digests are 
well made and are kept within convenient compass. Appendix A contains 
annotations to Commission citations; Appendix B a table of commodity rates 
passed upon in recent cases. There is a table of the cases cited in the sup- 



